that there was to be a second coming of Christ, except this time Christ was going to be an Indian, who would rid the world of Whites. All native people had to do was dress and dance in certain, entirely peaceful, ways 4 . As might be expected, this set off a new wave of Indian-hating hysteria. The military was summoned and attempted to disarm a group of Sioux, who had gathered to practice this new religion. A shot was fired and the military opened up with everything they had including rapid-fire cannons. The soldiers fired so enthusiastically that over half the U.S. casualties were from friendly fire. That is, the soldiers shot each other in their eagerness to gun down fleeing savages. Two thirds of the Sioux dead were women and children, some killed as far as two miles from where the initial shot had been fired. It really should come as no surprise that the wildlife profession is fundamentally racist once you understand how that discipline developed.
Aldo Leopold was the father of wildlife management in the United States.
He held the first university position in the field and wrote the first wildlife management text 35 . He also was a founding member of the Wilderness For instance, uncontrolled elephant (Loxodonta africana) populations are having serious negative impacts in many southern African national parks. Most biologists claim this destruction is "natural" and deny that aboriginal hunters had any significant effect on elephant numbers 25 . They conveniently overlook the fact that indigenous peoples, such as the Wata, were skilled elephant hunters. The most proficient Wata hunters killed 50, or more, elephants per year using "primitive technology." One arrow, one dead elephant, in minutes 26 .
To stop the growth of an elephant population only slightly more than three percent of the animals need to be killed per year, while a four percent offtake rate will drive elephant numbers to extinction. Contrary to what one might think, conservation and sustainability are not the end products of evolution. Instead, conservation will develop only when a resource is economical to defend. Think of economics as calories.
If it takes 1,000 calories to defend a resource but less than 1,000 calories are obtained when that resource is consumed, evolution by natural selection will quickly eliminate the inefficient, be they humans or animals.
Regarding types of land ownership with open-access on one end of the spectrum and private property on the other, private property is the most conducive to conservation 32 . Furthermore, within any one society, conservation benefits elites more than it does the common man or woman 33 . In short, conservation favors the rich and well fed, while preservation favors the super-rich and the super well fed. National parks and wilderness areas are preservation, not conservation. Opinion polls in the U.S. show that the public supports conservation, but not preservation, which is why the term conservation is now applied to most everything, while preservation is seldom mentioned.
As study after study has shown and as predicted by human evolutionary ecology, indigenous peoples whose lands and resources have been usurped to create protected areas become, "the enemies of conservation," something education alone will never change 31 In general, community-based conservation programs have had a poor track record because conservation-generated income has habitually been siphoned off by various levels of government or through elite capture, including graft and corruption 32 . To be successful all the money from community-based conservation programs must reach the individual people, who actually bear the associated costs. It is really quite simple, pay local people to provide conservation services or repeal the laws of evolution. 29. Archaeological and historical data indicate that Native Americans killed mostly female ungulates because females generally have larger fat deposits than males. Humans the world over have a physiological need for animal fats. The fattest elephants are young cows that have never bred. Thus, these figures are based on indigenous peoples killing the fattest elephants. If, however, elephants were killed without regard to sex, then the kill figures and offtake rates should be doubled. Therefore, instead of one Wata controlling 1,000 elephants, you would need two Wata hunters -still a very low number.
30. It may come as a shock to many, but domestication is conservation. Farmers are conserving wheat, corn, and the like, while pastorialists are conserving cattle, sheep, and goats. In addition, it seldom is possible to conserve more than one species at a time. If you are conserving corn, for instance, elephants will not be welcome in those fields. The same with carnivores and livestock. Rich people do not tolerate the theft of their property, so it is totally illogical and morally unjust to expect local indigenous people to tolerate the theft of their crops or livestock by animals, such as elephants or carnivores, favored by elites.
